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for canal officers to.ignore the importance of agri^
culture, and to avoid the long hours with the
agriculturist which used to be a feature of canal life.

He told his brother engineers (with that in-
fectious enthusiasm for his work which never failed
to be inspiring) that it was lucky for them that they
had chosen engineering for their career; it was a
notable profession, and its aims were the material
progress of the world. It was the only profession,
he considered, which could save a man from being
dull in his retirement.

It had certainly saved Sir Ganga Ram from being
dull. He had retired from Government Service in
1903, and in that period of over twenty-two years,
his unceasing activities had brought health, wealth,
and happiness to thousands. Such gifts to humanity
are not the fruit of idleness.

Two years before this, when Sir Ganga Ram in
Simla had been reading out a paper on "The Agri-
cultural Problem in India", he had advocated a
Commission to enquire into agricultural matters, and
Sir Edward Maclagan, who presided at the meeting,
said that, if there were such a Commission, one of
the terms of enquiry should be "How India can
produce more Ganga Rams". It was prettily put,
as The Indian Journal of Engineering remarked, for
though there may be a need for such a Commission,
tfaere is more need for men such as Ganga Ram has
proved himself to be* "Sir Ganga Ram as an
the same journal continued, "was aefc